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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 
Dear Sir: 

Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. 1.56, 1.97 and 1.98 applicants are 
enclosing a Form PTO-1449, copies of references AH to AJ and AM, 
English Abstracts of references AH to AM, and a copy of the 
English version of the International Search Report issued in the 
corresponding PCT International Application PCT/EP2003/012646 on 
February 5, 2004. Copies of references AA to AF are not (and 
need not be) enclosed, because these references are US Patent 
Publications. Copies of references AG, AjC and AL are not (and 
need not be) enclosed, because these references were cited in the 
International Search Report, which was forwarded with copies of 
the references directly to the USPTO in the International Phase 
of the PCT application. 
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2) This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed on the same 
date as the application and entry of the US National Phase, and 
thus requires no fee. 

3) References AA to AG are in English. References AH to AM are 
accompanied by English abstracts. References AH, AI and AM are 
discussed in the specification at pages 2 to 5 . The enclosed 
Search Report indicates the degree of relevance of references AG, 
AK and AL cited in the International Search Report by category 
(X = relevant for anticipation or obviousness when considered 
alone; A = technological background, general state of art). 
Thereby, a concise explanation of the relevance has been provided 
(see M.P.E.P. §609). Nonetheless, references AJ and AL are 
discussed below since these references were used by the German 
Examiner in initially rejecting the original German claims 1 to 
11. However, the German Examiner ultimately allowed original 
German claims 1 to 11 without any amendments on the basis of a 
discussion of references AJ and AL. US claims 12 to 22 are based 
on the original German claims 1 to 11 in that order. 

4) Reference AJ (DE 3 9 40 57 6 C2 ) describes an apparatus for 
measuring a mass flow by applying the Coriolis principle. A 
measuring wheel is driven with a constant rpm by an electric 
motor. The measuring wheel deflects the bulk materials. A 
measuring gear drive is arranged between the electric drive motor 
and the drive shaft of the impeller wheel functioning as the 
measuring wheel. A measuring gear is arranged between the 
electric drive motor and the drive shaft of the impeller wheel. 
The measured value acquired by the measuring gear drive is 
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proportional to the feed advance rate of the bulk material. A 
hydrodynamic coupling is arranged between the drive wheels for 
compensating the support or bearing friction. The hydrodynamic 
coupling is achieved in that gaps provided between the gear 
wheels are filled with oil whereby the drive spur gear wheel 
operates with a substantially higher rpm than the power take off 
spur gear wheel of the impeller wheel. This hydrodynamic 
coupling is temperature dependent. Therefore the measuring 
accuracy is also temperature dependent. Reference AJ does not 
provide any suggestions regarding a rotatably mounted support 
sleeve (4) that surrounds the drive shaft (3) of the impeller 
wheel (2) and is separately driven but with the same constant rpm 
as the drive shaft (2). 

Reference AL (DE 199 05 951 Al ) discloses a mass flow measuring 
device that uses the Coriolis principle. The impeller wheel is 
driven through a rigid drive shaft by an electric motor with a 
constant rpm. The drive shaft is supported in the area of the 
impeller wheel by an air bearing which is substantially free of 
friction. The drive motor is positioned vertically below the 
impeller wheel and props itself vertically through a central ball 
bearing relative to a stationary housing whereby the drive motor 
is rotatable relative to the stationary housing. The motor props 
itself tangentially with a lever arm on a force measuring device. 
A cross spring element pivot joint is provided in the area of the 
force measuring device below the motor ball bearing. This cross 
spring element pivot joint (16, 17) is positioned between two 
sleeves (15, 18) for preventing zero point deviations and radial 
displacements. These sleeves (15, 18) are substantially 
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stationary. Therefore, the above remarks regarding reference AJ 
apply equally to reference AL. 

The Examiner is respectfully requested to consider all references 
of record, return an initialed copy of the enclosed Form PTO-1449 
and ensure that all references of record are printed on any 
patent issuing from this application. 

Favorable consideration and allowance of all present claims 12 to 
22 are respectfully requested. 



Respectfully submitted, 



Jens KAHLE 



Applicant 
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